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Higashi Tokyo machimachi is a very special story. It’s a gentle, slice-of-

life story set in a side of Tokyo that most tourists don’t bother to visit 

but maybe should if they’re looking to discover what “real,” everyday life 

is like in this ever-changing city.  It’s also very international, both in its 

characters and blend of visual storytelling influences that evoke Franco-

Belgian bande dessinée, Western “indie” comics, and manga. This makes 

this story uniquely appealing to all kinds of readers, even people who 

normally aren’t “into manga.”

-Debora Aoki

Synopsis

“There’s an ‘East’ in Tokyo.”
Sarah, a Muslim university student; Selam, a grade-schooler born to Ethiopian 
parents; and Haruta, a middle schooler who refuses to go to school—three 
individuals from diverse backgrounds and ages. Together, they explore East Tokyo, 
wandering the city and uncovering the hidden charms of their hometown in this 
local discovery adventure tale!

Artist Profile

Keita Katsushika is a manga artist and illustrator from Katsushika Ward 

in the east of Tokyo. He debuted in 2010 with his manga appearing in 

independent magazines such as USCA and PON-RAI. He is also a 

professional illustrator, and creates artwork featured on the covers of 

books and magazines. Higashi Tokyo machimachi (Diverse East Tokyo) 

was first serialized on the web comic platform Michikusa from 2022 to 2025, but since 

November 2025 has been serialized on Torch web.
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TITLE DETAILS

Title Higashi Tokyo machimachi
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Author & Artist Keita Katsushika

Publication date Jul. 12, 2023

Publisher TWO VIRGINS Co., Ltd. (Print), LEED PUBLISHING Co., Ltd. (Digital)

ISBN 978-4-910352-67-1 (Print)

Price (JP) 1,210 yen (incl. tax)

Size/Format 210 mm x 148 mm

Extent 160 pp.

Volumes 1 (continuing)

Publication platform Torch web (online: https://to-ti.in/)

Translation None

Critical Acclaim

“Until now, I would think of cities as constantly changing, as places that left behind the 

people’s nostalgic emotions. But perhaps that view was only shaped by media-curated 

impressions of cities. Reading this work, I felt a deep sense of how landscapes, history, 

and the lives of people combine to create a city, and it made me love Tokyo even more.” 

(Asahi Shimbun)

“This work is not simply a guidebook introducing urban neighborhoods. Through the 

varied backgrounds and lives of the protagonists, as well as the people they meet, it 

sheds light on the struggles and discomforts of living in Japan.” (Hon no Zasshi)

“The reality of Tokyo, where the more ‘downtown’ the neighborhood, the more 

multicultural it becomes.” (Toyo Keizai)

“A city stroll lit with rediscovery, enriched by the perspectives of others.” (anan / 

Magazine House)

Comparable Titles

Clyde Fans (graphic novel by Seth, Drawn & Quarterly)

Roaming (graphic novel by Mariko Tamaki and Jillian Tamaki, Drawn & Quarterly)
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Is Kichijoji the Only Place to Live? (manga by Makihirochi, KODANSHA)

Tales of the City (graphic novel by Armisted Maupin, Isabelle Bauthian, and Sandrine 

Revel, Ablaze)

Guyabano Holiday (manga by panpanya, DENPA Books)

Yotsuba&! (manga by Azuma Kiyohiko, Yen Press)
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