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Akari will appeal to young adult readers who enjoy modern family and
relationship dramas with beautiful, moody art. Kohinata masterfully mixes
ink pen and brushwork with soft watercolor washes to create a story
that radiates light and conveys deep emotions, even though it’s mostly
depicted in black, white, and greys.

Akari is complete in a single volume, which makes it a low commitment
read for readers, publishers, and libraries who prefer “one and done”
stories.

-Debora Aoki

Synopsis

After losing his wife and his will to live, Kagari, an elderly stained-glass artist, is
visited by Akari, his long-estranged granddaughter. As they work together creating
stained-glass pieces, the two begin to connect on a deeper level. However, their
family reunion might be more complicated than what it seems to be. A heartfelt
story about the bond between an older craftsman and a young girl just beginning
her creative journey.

Marco Kohinata, originally from Osaka Prefecture, made her manga
debut in print in 2017 with Arutisuto wa hana o fumanai (Artiste ne
marche pas sur des fleurs.) after serializing on the manga app Comico
(under the pen name MARU-CO). In 2020, this story was a Jury Selection
in the Manga Division of the 23rd Japan Media Arts Festival. In 2020,
Hei no naka no biyoshitsu (The Depth of the Sky), based on an original work by Mina
Sakurai, received the Excellence Award in the Manga Division at the 24th Japan Media
Arts Festival. Kohinata's latest work, Akari, is published by HERO'S INC. and has received
critical acclaim from critics and readers alike, with a book signing event and media

coverage. In addition to creating manga, Kohinata also works on commercial illustration,
animation projects, and picture book creation.

HP: https://kohinatamarco.com/
X @MARU_CO_415 @kmarco1994
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WHAT
DO You
DO WHEN
YOU'RE
SITTING
ON THE
FENCE?

STARTERS,
I'DPUT
IT ASIDE.

WE'VE
FINISHED
CLEANING
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SORRY T
SHOUTED.

THE WAY
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IDONT
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DINNER.

YOU'RE
THE
REASON
IT 60T

FINISHED.

wouLp
YOU TAKE

HOW
ABOUT
WE 60

GET THE

GRO-

CERIES?

IT'6 FUNNY
HOW IT'6 ALL
WHITE BUT IT

SEEMS 80

WARM...
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Do You
STILL HAVE
THAT NEW
GLASS You
TOLD ME
ABOUT?

IT'S
KAGARI.
SORRY FOR
CALLING
OUTSIDE
YOUR
NORMAL
HOURS,

MR. KAGARIZ
WHAT BRINGS
YOU 70 CALLZ
IT'S NOT
LIKE YOU TO
REACH OUT.

HELLO,
HOSHINO
GLASS
HERE.

STAY
HERE AS
LONG AS

DON'T HAVE
TO FORCE
YOURSELF
TO SAY IT.
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TITLE DETAILS

Title Akari

English title Akari

Author & Artist Marco Kohinata
Publication date Jun. 30,2022
Publisher HERO'S INC.

ISBN 978-4-86468-885-7
Price (JP) 990 yen (incl. tax)

Size/Format

182 mm x 128 mm

Extent

240 pp.

Volumes

1 (complete)

Publication platform

HERO'S Web (online: https://viewer.heros-web.com/)

Translations

Traditional Chinese, published, SUNLIT PUBLISHING, May 2024
Korean, published, Somy Media, Jun. 2024

Spanish, published, Ponent Mon / Cyan Group, Nov. 2024
French, published, Le Lézard Noir, Dec. 2025

English, scheduled, Glacier Bay Books, 2026

Arabic, scheduled, Manga Arabia, 2026

Critical Acclaim

Featured in domestic media such as intoxicate, Article, Da Vinci, and the Asahi Shimbun

(Chujo Shohei's Manga Reviews column).
Offer for film adaptation received from BUN-BUKU Inc. https://www.bunbukubun.com/.
Feature on domestic radio station RAB Radio’s GO!GO! Rajimaru.

.LBUT
NOT HIS
. AKARI.
Comparable Titles
Don’t Go Without Me (graphic novel by Rosemary Vallero O'Connell, ShortBox)

Blue Period (manga by Tsubasa Yamaguchi, KODANSHA)

Blank Canvas (manga by Akiko Higashimura, Seven Seas Entertainment)

Hirayasumi (manga by Keigo Shinzo, VIZ Media)

The Lines that Define Me (manga by Atsunori Horiuchi and Hiromasa Togami, KODANSHA)

WHAT DO
I DO NOW...?
ILOST MY
CHANCE TO
LEAVE...

THAT I'M
AKARI...
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