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A simple way to describe Dinosaur Sanctuary is, “what if Jurassic Park was 

more heartwarming than scary?” But what sets it apart is Kinoshita’s love 

for dinosaurs. He draws these giant creatures with attention to scientific 

detail, while infusing them with life, emotions, and personalities that make 

them feel as real and loveable as household pets, or modern-day animals 

in a farm, zoo, or in the wild. 

While this story could settle for being “educational,” Kinoshita’s top 

priority is to create an entertaining story that readers from tweens to 

adults, want to read again and again. If you learn something along the way, 

that’s great—but above all, Dinosaur Sanctuary is a fun and heartwarming 

series filled with interesting characters (humans and dinos), with just 

enough action and drama to keep readers coming back for more. It’s a 

workplace comedy/drama with a dash of science documentary—a mix that 

makes it appealing to male and female readers, young and old alike. 

-Debora Aoki

Synopsis

Dinosaurs are alive! In 1946, a remote island was discovered where dinosaurs 
never went extinct. Through breeding and genetic manipulation, dinosaur 
populations increased, and dino-mania reached a fever pitch worldwide . . . until a 
certain terrible incident occurred and dinosaur zoos like Enoshima Dinoland fell 
on hard times. Enter Suzume Suma, a kindhearted rookie dino-keeper! Can she 
save Dinoland from extinction?

Artist Profile

Itaru Kinoshita graduated from San Francisco State University’s School 

of Cinema in 2012. He made his manga debut with Giganto wo ute (Attack 

the Gigante, Kodansha) in 2018. His manga about a dinosaur park, 

Dinosan (published in English as Dinosaur Sanctuary), is currently being 

serialized by Shinchosha. Volumes 1 through 8 are currently on sale in 

Japanese, with volume 7 of the English edition released in September 2025. The series 

has received several critical accolades, including 2023 Next Manga Awards’ Print Manga 

category, nomination for “Best Continuing Manga Series” in the 2024 American Manga 

Awards, included in School Library Journal’s Best Books of 2024 and My Anime List’s 2025 

“You Should Read This Manga” list, and ranked 8th in the Manga We Want to See Animated 

Ranking 2026. His favorite dinosaurs are Giganotosaurus and Psittacosaurus.

  @kurinosukeboy　   @itaru_kinoshita　  @kurinosukeboy.bsky.social
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TITLE DETAILS

Title Dinosan

English title Dinosaur Sanctuary

Author & Artist Itaru Kinoshita

Supervisor/Research Consultant Shin-ichi Fujiwara, Nagoya University Museum

Publication date Sep. 9, 2021 (vol. 1)

Publisher SHINCHOSHA Publishing Co., Ltd.

ISBN 978-4-10-772421-2

Price (JP) 726 yen (incl. tax)

Size/Format 182 mm x 128 mm

Extent 192 pp.

Volumes 8 (continuing)

Publication platform Comic Bunch Kai (online: https://comicbunch-kai.com/)

Translations English, published, Seven Seas Entertainment, Sep. 
2022 – Sep. 2025 (vol.7)

Spanish, published, Yermo Ediciones, Apr. 2022
French, published, Éditions Michel Lafon, Sep. 2023
Basque, published, HARRIET EDICIONES, Mar. 2023
Portuguese, published, EDITORA MPEG, Aug. 2024
Simplified Chinese, published, Hebei Science and 

Technology Press, Jul. 2023
Thai, published, KADOKAWA AMARIN, Feb. 2025
Vietnamese, published, TRE PUBLISHING, Jun. 2025
Italian, published, ASTROMICA, Nov. 2025
Hungarian, published, Fumax Manga, Dec. 2025

Critical Acclaim

“The details about dinosaur diseases and respiratory systems are delightful Easter 

eggs for those familiar with their biology—I find myself rereading it often.” (Toshihiro 

Senshu, curator at the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum)

Comparable Titles

Jurassic Park (movies)

Parks and Recreation (TV series)

Inubaka: Crazy for Dogs (manga by Yukiya Sakuragi, VIZ Media)

GON (manga by Masashi Tanaka, CMX Manga)

Children of the Sea (manga by Daisuke Igarashi, VIZ Media)

Dinosaur Hour (manga by Hitoshi Shioya, VIZ Media)
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