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When I read Yasegaman no setsu, I was struck by how much it reminded 

me of 1960s era Garo magazine manga stories created by Tsuge and 

Tatsumi, and Showa-era Japanese cinema à la Kurosawa or Ozu. But it also 

has moments that are surreal and whimsical, while tackling serious stuff, 

like intergenerational conflicts and relationships in postwar Japan. It’s a 

wholly original work that feels traditional and modern at the same time.

-Debora Aoki

Synopsis

This is a manga adaptation of the novel Yasegaman no setsu (1955) by Shizuo 
Fujieda. Modelled after the original author, a middle-aged doctor runs his practice 
in the Japanese countryside. His 19-year-old niece Honami frequently runs away 
from her home in Tokyo, to stay with her uncle and aunt. Yasegaman no setsu 
revolves around the generational gap between the grouchy country doctor and the 
optimistic, naïve young woman.

Artist Profile

Tokushige Kawakatsu was born in Tokyo in 1992. As a child, he was 

inspired by gekiga artist Sanpei Shirato’s manga adaptation of the 

collected works of Ernest Thompson Seton, Shiiton dobutsuki (Seton’s 

Animal Chronicles). He wrote his first manga in the sixth grade and 

submitted a manga to the dojinshi (independent magazine) Kaku, 

a monthly manga anthology similar to Garo magazine, when he was 18. This led to his 

involvement with Hokuto Shobo which was founded by Shinzo Takano. Driven by his 

passion for manga and the gekiga style, he resolved to dedicate himself entirely to 

drawing. Kawakatsu is also a fan of American comics, particularly Bob Powell’s horror 

works and Winsor McCay’s Little Nemo. Currently, he is especially interested in artist Bob 

Fujitani who started his career in the 40s.

 @old_schooooool　   @kawakatsutokushige
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TITLE DETAILS

Title Yasegaman no setsu

English title (provisional) Grin and Bear It

Author & Artist Tokushige Kawakatsu (original work by Shizuo Fujieda)

Publication date Aug. 30, 2024

Publisher LEED PUBLISHING Co., Ltd.

ISBN 978-4-8458-6632-8

Price (JP) 1,430 yen (incl. tax)

Size/Format 210 mm x 148 mm

Extent 280 pp.

Volumes 1 (complete)

Publication platform Torch web (online: https://to-ti.in/)

Translations French, scheduled for publication
Italian, scheduled for publication

Critical Acclaim

Ranked #1 in Freestyle magazine’s THE BEST MANGA 2025: Kono manga o yome!. (You 

should read this manga) 

“Though still young, the author’s depiction of elderly characters is excellent, down 

to the detailed wrinkles on their hands. The dog, Betty, also has a wonderfully goofy 

charm." (Fusanosuke Natsume, manga columnist)

"The gekiga-style artwork creates a literary atmosphere that works well. It has a 

distinct, refined quality." (Osamu Takeuchi, manga critic)

"Kawakatsu is both manga critic and creator—a rare figure in the industry." (Tomofusa Kure)

Comparable Titles

Ikiru  (movie directed by Akira Kurosawa, 1952)

Early Summer (movie directed by Yasujiro Ozu, 1951)

Red Flowers and Nejishiki (Screw Style) (manga by Yoshiharu Tsuge, Drawn & Quarterly)

The Pushman and Other Stories (manga by Yoshihiro Tatsumi, Drawn & Quarterly)

Descending Stories: Showa Genroku Rakugo Shinju (manga by Haruko Kumota,  KODANSHA)
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